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WELCOME TO STREAMLINES
==========================================================================

         ------------------------------

1        How "Friendly" is STREAMLINES?

         ------------------------------

1.1      To those who have come to expect applications with windows and 

         menus STREAMLINES may seem somehow less "friendly" than expected. 

         After all, you say, how can a program be friendly that requires 

         one to enter the input data via a word processor?  This is an 

         illusion fostered mainly by current market expectations. 

         Word processor, spreadsheet, database, and engineering programs 

         all require the editing of input and unfortunately the input 

         system, if built into the program, at each new application 

         demands of the user the learning of yet another new editor 

         (YANE).  STREAMLINES asks only that you use your favorite and 

         most friendly text editor whatever it may be; nothing new to take 

         your mind away from the task at hand. 

         Many window and menu-driven applications produce input data files 

         accessible only to the program itself and not independently to 

         the user who may, when he needs it, no longer have access to the 

         translating version of the program. The file may not even be an 

         ASCII file that can be DOS-TYPEd or viewed in an editor. It may 

         be an unintelligible field of numbers without labels or headings. 

         There are window and menu-driven engineering applications loaded 

         with selected and default values inviting their easy access in 

         place of the "unfriendly" requirement of engineering more 

         accurate or applicable values. After all, in order to use an 

         engineering program intelligently one must understand how the 

         problem is done "by hand" and must know where to get the input 

         data needed to do it. (It is not uncommon nowadays for managers 

         and engineers to prefer programs which insulate users from a 

         knowledge of the nature of their problem.) 

         That a computer is merely a fast calculator--rather than an 

         engineer--seems lost today in the rush for ever more separation 

         between the user and his work. 

1.2      To those with engineering computer experience STREAMLINES will 

         seem more friendly than expected especially in that you use your 

         own familiar ASCII text editor. 

         Engineers will appreciate the readability, control, flexibility, 

         transferability, and permanence that the STREAMLINES input data 

         file system offers. 

1.3      Consider the advantages of having an ASCII data file as the input 

         to any serious engineering application: 

         o You can read and understand the file. It has the spaces you 

         added. It has the comments, headings, and the notes you added. It 

         retains the old data lines you didn't want for this run but 

         didn't want to lose either. It even has the instruction lines you 

         left in so that you wouldn't have to crack the manual again. It 

         is a rare menu-driven input system that is going to give you 

         this flexibility of input data documentation. 

o While you are creating the file you can scan the entire text top to bottom. You can see how you organized it. You can see your 

         comments and notes. You can run around through it noting data and 

         references. You do it with your own familiar ASCII word 

         processor; nothing new to learn. Not so with a frozen screen of 

         menu boxes and windows however colorful or deceptively 

         convenient. 

         o You can cut from it and paste into it pieces, information, and 

         parts of previous data files from other jobs. Try that with most 

         windows and menus. 

         o STREAMLINES appends an exact copy (not a recapitulation or 

         distillation) of the input file to the output file (with your 

         fully documented project headings, date, time, and line numbers 

         keyed to the error messages). What engineering application that 

         you have seen does this, thus guaranteeing an accurate and 

         detailed technical record of the input that produced the output? 

1.4      We know from our experience that users (we among them) are 

         reluctant to refer to manuals and to read the contents of screens 

         during program installation, data input, and execution. One hopes 

         somehow to press <Enter> once and get the results, but there are 

         limits to the proper use of convenience. 

         From our point of view of as a developer it is difficult to know 

         where to draw the line between the offering of automatic features 

         and defaults and the requiring of engineered input and judge-
         ments. The office boy assigned an engineering problem is 

         undoubtedly relieved to find a simple recipe to follow while the 

         experienced engineer expects something more considered and 

         mature; what is helpful to one borders on insult to the other. 

         ----------------------

2        Welcome to STREAMLINES
         ----------------------

2.1      Bear with us. Accept STREAMLINES for the excellence that it 

         contains and keep us informed of your observations and desires. 

         Like anything else worthwhile STREAMLINES will evolve. 
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